
           CLASS 1  Mr Todd            Year 1 - Autumn Term 2nd Half 2017 

 

Our topic this half term is ‘In a land far, far away…’ 

 

In English we are focusing on fantasy worlds where we are basing our 

learning around fictional stories including ‘The Smartest Giant in Town’ 

and ‘’The Selfish Giant. We are also focusing on ‘The Christmas Story’ 

where children are given opportunities to reinforce their learning. The 

children are also retelling stories through pictures, drama and writing. We 

are also focusing on particular characters from some well-known fairy tales and 

other fictional stories and developing our vocabulary by describing them. 

Instructional texts are a main focus too where the children are presented with 

opportunities to read, write and follow instructions for making Christmas cards 

and decorations as well as following simple recipes to make a range of foods. 

Non-fictional texts are focused on too where we are exploring their features and 

layout, creating opportunities for the children to create their own non-fictional 

texts. We are also focusing on non-fictional texts based around the theme of 

Bonfire Night where we are learning about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder 

Plot. 

 

In Maths we are focusing on work involving numbers where the children are 

continuing to develop their counting skills to 100 as well as their addition and 

subtraction skills. They are continuing to carry out investigations involving 

gathering information and producing graphs to display their results. They 

are continuing to learn their number bonds to 5, 10 and 20 as well as 

counting on and back in ones, twos, fives and tens. A range of simple 2-

D and 3-D shapes are focused on where children are naming and 

describing the properties of these shapes.   

In our Science lessons this half term we are learning about the four seasons and 

the types of weather we’d expect to see during each season. We are also taking 

our learning outdoors to carry out ‘Autumn’ and ‘Winter’ walks where we are 

gathering evidence in a variety of ways for each season. We are also learning to 

identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including trees 

as well as learning about their basic structure. We are also carrying out 

investigations where pupils will be given opportunities to participate in 

activities involving melting snow and ice. We are also gathering information, 

creating tally charts and producing graphs to show our results.    

In our Computing lessons we are continuing to use the internet to help us with 

our topic work. We are also continuing to develop our ICT skills 

and access a range of programmes to enhance our learning in all 

areas of the curriculum.  

 

In our P.E. lessons we are continuing to focus on movement where we are 

participating in a range of games/activities involving moving in different ways. 
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We are continuing to work in pairs and in small groups when carrying out our 

activities as well as accessing a range of apparatus to carry out our activities and 

develop our skills. We are also continuing to develop our multi-skills as well as 

a range of whole class games to further develop our team building skills. 

In Art/Design Technology lessons we are using a range of media including 

paints to create bonfire pictures. We are also continuing to create 3-D models of 

our faces using a range of tools and materials to do so. We are continuing to 

further develop our drawing and painting skills and gaining more experience of 

working with different media. We are also studying work of the artist Paul Klee 

with a particular focus on ‘taking a line for a walk’ where we are creating 

paintings in this style. 

In History lessons this half term, we are focusing on the story of Guy Fawkes 

and the Gunpowder Plot. Remembrance Day is a focus too for our learning and 

we are comparing toys from the past with those toys of today.  

In Religious Education lessons we are visiting Durham Cathedral where we are 

studying main features of churches both inside and out. The main focus of our 

learning this half term is based around Christmas including ‘The Christmas 

Story’ and why gifts are given at Christmas. 

In Music lessons we are continuing to experiment with creating, selecting and 

combining sounds using a range of musical instruments to create musical 

arrangements. We are also learning a range of songs in relation to our topic 

work and Christmas which involves drama as well as singing too.  

 


