
           CLASS 1  Mr Todd            Year 1 - Summer Term 1st Half 2017  

 

Our topic this half term is ‘Pirates’ 

 

In English this half term, we are focusing on a range of fictional stories 

about Pirates including ‘Pirate Pete’, ‘Pirate Cruncher’, ‘The Night 

Pirates’ and ‘Pirate Post’. Whilst becoming familiar with this range of 

stories, children are provided with opportunities to develop their 

vocabulary by describing characters, writing letters and creating 

WANTED and MISSING posters as well as writing postcards, writing messages 

in bottles and pirate poems. We are also focusing on the story of ‘The Three 

Little Pigs’ for our story-telling two weeks. Instructional texts are a main focus 

too where the children are presented with opportunities to read, write and follow 

instructions for making a range of foods. Non-fictional texts are focused on too 

where we are exploring their features and layout, creating opportunities for the 

children to create their own non-fictional texts about the life of pirates including 

some famous pirates. 

 

In Maths we are continuing to focus on work involving numbers developing 

our counting skills to 100 and beyond as well as our addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division skills. We are continuing to carry out investigations 

involving gathering information and producing graphs to display our 

results. We are continuing to count on and back in ones, twos, fives and 

tens, linking these to our two, five and ten times tables. A range of simple 

2-D and 3-D shapes are continued to be focused on where we are naming 

and describing the properties of these shapes. We are also studying fractions of 

shapes and amounts focusing on ½ and ¼ of them. We are also revisiting 

‘Time’ focusing on telling the time to ‘o’ clock’ and ‘half past’ where pupils 

will be provided with opportunities to draw hands on clock faces to show these 

times. 

  

In our Science lessons this half term we are continuing to learn about the 

seasons of the year and the types of weather we’d expect to see during each 

season. We are also planting/creating pirate grass heads which will be 

observed throughout their growth depending on their light source/where we 

have placed them. We are also continuing to take some of our learning 

outdoors to do ‘Spring’ walks where we are gathering evidence in a variety 

of ways for this season as well as identifying, naming and describing a 

variety of common wild and garden plants including deciduous and 

evergreen trees. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In our I.C.T. lessons, we are continuing to use the internet to help us with our 

topic work. We are also continuing to develop our ICT skills and 

access a range of programmes to enhance our learning in all areas 

of the curriculum. We are programming ‘beebots’ to find their way 

around pirate’s treasure maps to develop our understanding of 

position and direction as well as our programming skills. 

In our P.E. lessons, we are learning to perform dance routines with a dance 

coach every Tuesday afternoon. We are also continuing to work in pairs, small 

groups and teams when carrying out our athletics activities.  

In Art/Design Technology lessons, we are using a range of media including 

paints to create pirate pictures. We are also designing/creating our own 3-D 

lighthouses using a range of tools and materials to do so. We are continuing to 

further develop our drawing and painting skills and gaining more experience of 

working with different media. We are also using clay to design and make our 

own pirate ships and treasure chests. 

In History lessons this half term, we are focusing on the life and story of a 

famous person, this being Grace Darling as well as learning about a range of 

famous pirates including Captain Blackbeard, Calico Jack and Anne Bonnie. . 

In Geography lessons this half term, we are continuing to base our learning 

around the 7 Continents and 5 Oceans of the world where we will be using a 

range of maps, globes and atlases to locate them as well as studying specific 

countries within the Continents. 

In Religious Education lessons we are learning about Buddhism, focusing on a 

range of Buddhist stories to discuss and understand the morals/messages 

within them. We are also learning about the life of Buddha and 

understanding the significance of Shakyamuni, Buddha to Buddhists. 

In Music lessons we are continuing to experiment with creating, selecting and 

combining sounds using a range of musical instruments to create musical 

arrangements. We are also learning a range of songs in relation to our topic 

work including sea shanties.  

 


